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ou're wandering round a magi-
cul French hilltop village, dipping
inte calés for a cooling citron
pressé, mooching through livender-
scented gift shops... then you find
voursell in front of an esate agent’s
window. It's only & matter of time before
the cooing and pointing starts. “Ooh, look
ar that romantic chatea.. the swanky villa
with its own wine cellar... the apartment
tor £70,000." Cue the semiscrious bit of
maths, where vou work out what vou could
get i you traded in vour life in the UK.

And that's about as far as it goes for
most of us, But instead of drifting ofl 10
the next shop window, Claire Healy, 36,
left her stressful teaching job in North
London, moved to France and became the
estate agent. As a property relocator, she
now finds komes for Briws in search of a
new life in the South of France. It's her job
to show people round those millkoneuro
villas with marble floors and palatial swin-
ming poals, the untouched lLanguedoc
Farmbouses surrounded i}‘_.' \'il1(‘}'il!l1\. and
the bargain holiday flats we all drool over.

Finding fabulous prope e,

on the Riviera? Now I.I!-l:rlﬁ_.

& job worth srll about.t, i
1 | i

You never know, next time it coulid be her
window vou're looking in...

What made you up stcks?
“The daily grind of teaching in a tough
comprehensive was  getting me  down,
I used to get that horrible Sunday-night
feeling when vou can't sleep, have a flutery
tummy and vour mind turns over and over
- but every night, The crunch came when
I was teaching a class of ld4year-olds
and one of them tried to stab another. No
one was hurt, but it was the final straw, >
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T started 1aking anti-de-
pressants, but knew [ had
o dlo something to change
my life. While I was at uni-
versity, 1'd spent a vear
studving Freneh on the
Core d'Azur. What had al-
wiuys kepl me going was
the thought that, one day,
Icould go back. So 1 jacked
in my job and persuaded
my bovfriend Neil to come
with me. We rented out my
flar, withdrew our savings
and booked two oncway
tickets, swapping evervthing
we had for a tiny, bare,
one-bedroom flat in Nice.'
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“We just wanted a simple,
orteloor life = oo mortgge,
no swressful jobs. Our flat
was halfway up a mountain
and cost £250 a month, 1
gol a job wranslating junk
mail for half what I'd been
carning in Britain, Bt 1
never imagined I'd become
a successful property finder,
Friends and family thought
we were muud, and T felt
guilty leaving my job, but
sormething tolld me we were
doing the right thing.’

miqg |.'|r|1i_wr1u
as Villefranc

S I

How did you hit on your

ousiness idea?
"‘One day at a party | met Judith, who's now my
business partner. We were on the beach in 5t Jean
Cap Ferrat, in [ront of some of the most expensive
real estute in the world, and we started chating
about property. I'm always the rude person who
noses around people’s houses when U'm invited for
dinner. Since arriving in France, I'd loved explor
ing the Riviera's old towns, Behind thoese scraffy
fromt doors, you'd olten glimpse tabulous mosaic
courtyards leading to exquisite homes,

Judith was a property nut too. The basiness was
just a crazy, backofa<cigarette-pack scribble at
first, but it gradually began to look more and
miore sensibile. Our plan was to specialise in track
ing down homes for Brits who wanted @ new life
abroad. Clients would give us their property wish
list and we'd armange aviewing p for them,”
How did you get your
idea off the ground?

‘First we discovered that the realestate business
int France is highly regulated. So to give oursclves
the edge, we had to get an official licence. This

“The business was a crazy back-
ola-cigarette-pack scribble that
started to look quite sensible’

was a battle with the French authorities. French
bureaucracy is famous for one good reason: it’s a
nightmare, Then we needed to buy computers,
install phone lines and start advertising. We used
our combined snings (about £4,500) o set up
offices in both our homes, That was nearly three
years ago, and this vear we're opening a proper
ollice. Finally things are really taking off.

Describe your first aay
N busiNess
‘Like jumping in at the deep end. We'd bumped
into a couple looking wistfully in an estate agent's
window, got chating and olfered 1o find their
dream home. We had w come up with 10 fantastic
properties to show them (which involved stretching
the truth a little with scveral estate agents: “Yes,
we're experienced property agents. Yes, we can
secure a e, no problem.” ). The same day, we
found the bijou apartment overlooking the Med
that the couple hal dreamed about. 1t was a great
day for them, and a pretty good one for us wo.'

Any tough times?
‘I've never felt like leaving the South of France, but
there have been times when the bureancracy >
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Eva Casal, 31, I~vesin Neja,
Spain, with husband Tim and the
o caldren. Sne cwng the
znish orencn of the refocaticr
ey County Homesaarch
‘I first ot hoecked on propanty after rancvatng
3 Londor flat. Ther, aftes ey huscand and |
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| bep otres pedpla fnd homes in Span | love
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has made me want o throw my laptop through a
window. The French ask for all kinds of crazy
things, like your grandmother's birth centificate,
before they'll hand over the necessary paperwork,”

c-having
parkely;
\I{ diterranean2:
Sfour minttess
down:the road

Tm more relaxed., 171 do get stressed, Fmomuch
more likely to count o 10, sitback, soak up the sun
for five minutes, then make a decision. Working
life is very different here. Lunch breaks are long
and leisurely - you take two hours und spend itin
a beach restuurant with colleagues. And even
though vou don’t finish work until six, the sun is
still warm, so vou feel like meeting fiends or
sitting owtside a cafe and reading, rather than
rushing home to slob in front of EzdEnders, 1
don’t want to make out that life is perfect - you
still have bills to pav and work worries - but the
litestyle makes up for it Neil loves it here too,
and our relationship is stronger.”

I"“‘Ilnl.l]l “ VES W ‘U T e
est buzz ?
I'm constantly amazed by some of the places we
see, Some of them have really cool gadgets, like
shower doors that frost over when you touch
them. [ saw u howse on the Cap d'Antibes recently
where the wet room was built inte the side of the
¢lilT face = it was like standing beneath a naturad
waler full. The houses we're showing people often
appesr in lilms, ads or fashion shoots, and we
really annoy our friends by saving, “Been there!”
‘But having the sparkling Medilerranean four
minutes down the road is the biggest buee, and
jumping in my car and being in the beautiful hills
behind Cannes in half an hour, You cin do lows of

My 4 best decisions

pleasurable things swithout paving a fortune, like
spending the day at the beach or sitting outside a
calé, peopleswatching, You never get bored: the
mega yachts in the harbour, the glitzy Film Festival,
the palm-fringed boulevards, the glamour of the
Cate d"Arur are all wondertul to watch.'[]

Farey reiocating to the South of France? Then go
to Claire’s welsite at wuwattihaintermational.con
ar call (6 33 493 446 701,

Leaving a job | hated. ‘| was a good
teacher - my pupils got excellent grades -
but being good at something doesn’t
nocnss.aril!.lI mean you're hupp-,r doing it."
. wng o business with frends. 'Even though
e L0 wamiad BCth Judith ar.i M g3 s
GO o DS ith & friend, it was, ‘without a
S wa both made. We

n 50 glad wa aid.”

Avoiding debt. “We didn't take «
lpans 1o get started, or take on
investments in the first year.”
Doing my Fomenaons. Wi spent mic
zare*u by studyng the Fres
BNC UNGrSIanging 1% evoLlon
de things o lathy ciffarertly fromw
French estale agert, b

So you want 1o live the fantasy?

Do vou dresm o
worang abread but
teo! unsure aboul
howe 10 meka ths
mowve? Hare gre fve

® Visit your dream plac
a list of essentials to cl
out, such as the house
If you're settingupa b
look at the competitior

homes magazinas for images
and words that inspire you,
then stick them on a big sheat
of paper to make a ‘vision
poster’. Look at this daily for

Europaans spoak two or three
languages. Enrol on a coursa,
listen to foreign radio stations
and immerse yourself in

the language.
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